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This Viewpoint explores 
the challenges facing the 
Northern Ireland Assembly 
in meeting its target of 
eradicating child poverty, 
particularly given the high 
proportion of children in 
persistent poverty and 
the nature of a society 
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Figure 1: Persistent child poverty and employment status of adults in household 
over time
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* Combined council areas due to small sample size
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Growing up in poverty 
The	cost	of	child	poverty	to	society	is	high,	as	




























































































 Table 1  Qualifications of school 
leavers by FSM entitlement
Attainment Entitled to 
Free School 
Meals (%)
































Table 2: Labour Force Survey estimates 
of 16- to 24-year-olds in Northern 
Ireland, who are not in employment, 
full-time education, or Government-
supported training schemes*, 2006-08





































 I hate school, doing work and teachers  
shouting at me.
(10-year-old boy, Horgan, 2007)
Researcher: “Is life more unfair to some children 
than others?”
Girl1: “Yes, it is. It is it’s unfair for us because we 
have to just listen to teachers all the time.”
Researcher: “But isn’t that the same for all 
children?”  
Girl 2: “No. It’s not, because if you’re rich you 
get to go to a posh school where the teachers 
probably teach you with respect.” 




























Some of them [teachers] think they are better than 



















































Teachers should stop just handing down books 
instead of teaching; they need to explain things, 














































































































Child: [They can’t] go to parties or go to the 
cinema.
Researcher: Why wouldn’t they go to parties? 
They don’t have to pay to go like they do to go to 
the cinema.
Child: Because they might not have enough 
money to buy a present for the kid and they might 
not have enough money to buy a car to take them 
there. 












































What can the Northern Ireland 
































































































Provide access to leisure and social activities for 



































The circumstances of persistently poor families with 
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Endnotes
1	 The	qualitative	information	comes	from:
The	2004/05	study	•	 Young people’s aspirations 





The impact of poverty on young children’s •	
experience of school,	part	of	JRF’s	
Education	and	Poverty	programme;	and	
From	•	 Speaking out against poverty: the 
views and experiences of children and young 







3  See http://www.investni.com/index/locate/
why_northern_ireland/competitive_costs.htm 
4	 		Most	four-year-olds	in	Northern	Ireland	
have	started	formal	education;	the	
compulsory	school	starting	age	is	four.
5	 		The	Jobs	Density	Indicator	is	an	indicator	of	demand	
for	labour;	it	is	defined	as	the	total	jobs	in	an	area	
divided	by	the	resident	working-age	population.
6	 		A	group	of	young	people	born	in	the	same	
year	or	period	is	referred	to	as	a	‘cohort’.	
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